
 

School Plan for Shared Student Achievement 
 
What is it? 
This plan describes the different ways the Sandy Springs Charter  
Middle School will support parent and family engagement and  
how parents can help plan and participate in activities and events  
to promote student learning at school and at home. There are many  
opportunities at SSCMS for parents to get involved and play an integral 
role in their child’s education. SSCMS is committed to the goal of involving  
our parents in all aspects of our school wide program. A partnership will be  
established with parents and the community to support these efforts. Therefore, we highly 
encourage parents to join faculty, staff, and their student through some of the following 
events and programs. 
 
How is it developed?  
The parents, students, and staff worked collaboratively to develop the School-Family 
Compact.  Using the school survey, parents, students, staff, and community members 
provided feedback on strategies for family engagement and student success. During PLC’s 
teachers meet to develop strategies for parents to use at home.  Meetings are held yearly 
to review and revise the compact based on the school’s academic achievement goals and 
student’s needs.   
Parents are welcome to provide feedback on the compact anytime during the school year. 
All feedback will be collected and assessed during the annual revision meeting with 
parents.  
If you would like to volunteer, participate and/or observe in the classroom, please 
contact: Timothy Hicks, hickst4@fultonschools.org 

 
Who is it for?  
All students participating in the Title I, Part A program, and their families are encouraged 
and invited to fully participate in the opportunities described in this plan. Sandy Springs 
Charter Middle School will provide full opportunity for the participation of parents and 
family members with limited English, with disabilities, and of migratory children. 
 
Where is it available?  
At the beginning of the year, the plan is included in the school website, parent resource 
room, as well as within our community and different businesses establishments. 
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What is Title I? 
Sandy Springs Charter Middle School is 
identified as a Title I school as part of Every 
Student Succeeds Act (ESSA). Title I is designed 
to support State and local school reform efforts 
to improve teaching and learning for students. 
Title I programs must be based on effective 
means of improving student achievement and 
include strategies to support parent and family 
engagement. All Title I schools must jointly 
develop with all parents a written parent and 
family engagement plan. 

https://www.fultonschools.org/sandyspringsms


 

2020-21 District Goals 
Ensure that all FCS students graduate prepared to pursue 
their chosen paths and to succeed on those paths after high 
school by focusing on 4 top priorities over the next 5 years: 
Student Achievement, People and Culture, Community 
Collaboration, and Fiscal Responsibility 
For measurable outcomes and to review the Strategic Plan 
2022 visit: 

www.fultonschools.org/domain/282 
 

2020-21 School Goals (6th – 8th) 
Increase the percentage of students performing at 
Developing or above on both the Mathematics and ELA 
portions of the Georgia Milestones Assessment by May 
2021.  
Focus Areas:                                                       
Math  
Developing an understanding of number and operations in 
all mathematical areas.  
Reading 
Reading fluency and comprehension.  

 
 
School-Parent Compacts 
An agreement that parents/families, students, 
and teachers develop together. It outlines how 
parents, the entire school staff, and students will 
share the responsibility for improved student 
academic achievement and the means by which 
the school and parents will build and develop a 
partnership to help children achieve the state’s 
high standards. The compact will be reviewed 
  and updated annually. 

Let’s Get Together! 
SSCMS will host the following events to build the capacity for strong  
parent and family engagement to support a partnership among the  
school, parents, and the community. Materials and training will be  
provided throughout the school year to help parents work with their  
child to improve academic achievement.  
 
Annual Title I Meeting – September 15, 2020 
We invite you to an evening of learning and sharing about our Title I program, including  
our parent and family engagement policy, the schoolwide plan, the school-parent compacts,  
and parents’ requirements. Invitations will be emailed and posted in the school newsletter, 
social media, and local media. 
Curriculum Night – September 11-15, 2020 
Meet your child’s teacher and our friendly and helpful school staff for the year 
Technology Night – October 7, 2020 
Learn helpful information on how to navigate in the Parent Portal of Infinite Campus and learn 
about Copyright Laws 
Parent Wellness – November 10-11, 2020 
Learn tools and ideas to support parental social and emotional wellness 
ELL Night – December 1, 2020 
Learn how to access important information, resources, and get involved in the community  
Literacy Night – January 19, 2021 
Learn to how support your student in becoming a confident lover of reading 
Testing Data Night – February 2, 2021 
Acquire tools for understanding and using the data and results of your child’s testing 
STEM/Math Night – February 23, 2021 
Enjoy a night of STEM activities, games, and information fun for the whole family 
International Night – March 16, 2021 
Experience cultures across the world through activities, food, and presentations from our 
teachers 
Scheduling Night – April 20, 2021 
Learn about how schedules are developed and how to interpret and access your child’s 
schedule 
Transition Meetings – May 2021 
Gain important information about the next grade level and meet your new teachers! Multiple 
events will be held throughout the semester presented by the counseling staff 
 
 
 

http://www.fultonschools.org/domain/282


 
Parent Resource Center 

Days/Hours: Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday 
9AM-12PM 

 
Phone: (470)254-4970 

 
Contact Person: Timothy Hicks, 

Hickst4@fultonschools.org 

Communication 
 

SSCMS will distribute the parent and family 
engagement plan to all families multiple ways, 
including: email distribution and Blackboard. The plan 
is also shared with the community. The school will 
communicate with parents and families about parent 
programs, meetings, and other activities through the 
following methods in a format and language parents 
can understand: 

• School website   
• Email    
• Infinite Campus 
• Parent/teacher conferences 
• Open-door policy with principal 
• Flyer 
• Social Media 
• Progress Reports distributed every 4 ½ 

        

• GA Milestones review information posted on 
our website 

• Weekly school newsletters 

   

      
   

  

     

 
 

If transportation or child-care are barriers to 
attending Title I and family engagement  
events, please contact the school. If  
possible and when possible, a school  
representative will try to find a  
community partner or volunteer to  
provide transportation or child-care. 
 
Timothy Hicks 
Hickst4@fultonschools.org 
 

Sandy Springs is Branching Out! 
 
SSCMS will build the parents’ capacity for strong parent and family  
engagement to ensure effective involvement of parents and to support a  
partnership among the school and the community to improve student  
academic achievement through the following:  
 
 Providing parents with a description and explanation of the curriculum 

in use at the school the forms of academic assessments used to measure 
student progress, and the achievement levels of the challenging State  
academic standards 
 

 Providing training and workshops to support families on topics such as: 
technology training (e.g. how-to use Infinite Campus), and academic workshops 
aligned to student achievement including, but not limited to, SSCMS areas of 
emphasis: STEM and literacy 
 

 Providing materials to help parents work with their child to improve their child’s 
achievement such as ELA/Reading and Math resources available for check out in 
the Parent Resource Center 
 

 Providing families with timely information about Title I programs in an 
understandable and uniform format, including alternative formats upon request, 
and to the extent practicable, in a language the parents can understand 

 
 Providing flexible time and number of meetings, such as meetings in the        

morning and evening 
 

 The residential facilities for students in the (SCHOOL) attendance area are 
included in the family engagement correspondence and activities. 



 
 Reservation of Funds 

 
SSCMS will take the following actions to involve 
the parents of children served in Title I, Part A 
schools in decisions about how the 1% of family 
engagement funds of Title I, Part A is spent by:  
 
Parents are informed of the parent and family 
engagement budget through our parent input 
meetings and our Annual Title I Parent Meeting. All 
parents and families are encouraged and invited to 
participate in the decision-making process to 
provide feedback on how they would like to see 
family engagement funds used for parent and family 
engagement activities and events. 
 

Building Capacity of Staff 
SSCMS will provide training to educate all its staff, with the 
assistance of parents, in the value and utility of contributions 
of parents, and in how to reach out to, communicate with, and 
work with parents as equal partners, implement and 
coordinate parent programs, and build ties between parents 
and the school by:  
 
The school will hold an initial in-service in the fall and an 
additional meeting in the spring each school year to educate all 
teachers and staff on how to improve communication with 
parents and families and how to work with parents as equal 
partners. The school will provide ongoing support to staff     
through other sources, such as: webinars, instructional videos 
and resources provided online to build staff capacity  
   throughout the school year.  
 
 
 

 

Coordination of Services 
 
SSCMS will, to the extent feasible and appropriate, coordinate and integrate 
parent and family engagement programs and activities with other Federal, 
State, and local programs, including public preschool programs, and conduct 
other activities, such as parent resource centers, that encourage and support 
parents in more fully participating in the education of their children by:  
 
SSCMS will coordinate services with our feeder high school to help students 
and families make smooth transitions to the next grade level, as well as 
partner and coordinate services with corporations, small business and other 
organizations in our surrounding area. These partnerships have been 
developed to further support and enhance student academic achievement as 
well as parent and family engagement.  
 

Share Your Thoughts 
We want to hear from you. If you feel any part of this plan is unsatisfactory or 
have suggestions and/or comments, please write your comments below 
and/or fill out our Parent Feedback Form available on our school’s website 
and turn it into your child’s homeroom teacher. Any unsatisfactory comments 
will be submitted to the District.  
 
Name/Student’s Name: (optional)  _____________________________________________  
 
Telephone Number: (optional)  _________________________________________________  
 
Comments: (optional)____________________________________________________________ 
 
 _____________________________________________________________________________________  
 
   
 
   


